St. Thomas More Catholic Church
29 Feb 20
Pastoral Letter from Fr. King to STM Community
As a means of expressing my pastoral sensitivity and awareness of some of your concerns regarding the
current coronavirus situation, we provided a special insert in the bulletin this past weekend that was intended to help each of you become more aware of some of the individual precautions you can/should take
to better protect you, your family, and our worshipping community. The insert is available on our website
for your easy reference and is also emailed to all parishioners for whom we have an email address on file.
I am aware that many of you have health concerns about receiving Communion under both species specifically that of receiving the Precious Blood from a communal cup. Archbishop Sample has given each
pastor the authority to make the decision as to how to best address this concern within his own parish.
I have decided that until the CDC has a better handle on how to prevent or cure this virus, or until we
receive further directions in the future from the Archbishop, the USCCB, or the Magisterium, we will
suspend the custom of distributing Holy Eucharist under both species at St. Thomas More.
We will immediately begin to provide and consecrate special gluten free hosts for those members who,
due to intolerance to gluten, would only typically be able to receive Holy Eucharist under the form of the
Precious Blood. It will be these recipients’ responsibility to let the priest know prior to the start of each
Mass of their desire to receive communion using the gluten-free hosts. Communion for these individuals
will be distributed by the priest (further instructions will follow).
Please be reminded that you are still receiving both the Body and Blood of Christ when you receive under
the single species.
As an added precaution, please note that if you are experiencing any of the symptoms associated with a
cold, the flu, or the coronavirus, as outlined in the special insert referenced above, please consider avoiding physical contact during the Sign of Peace, or consider asking for a dispensation from attending Mass
each week until you are well.
I hope this information has been helpful as we are all trying to address this current health concern with
the highest level of precaution. As always, please let me know if you have any questions. Know that I
hold you all in my prayers as we weather the challenges that this new coronavirus brings to our parish and
to the world trying to manage its impact.
In His Spirit,
Fr. King

